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Dear Families and Friends of The AJ Foundation,  
 
Each year I get this great opportunity to thank all of you for your support of The AJ Foundation. 
Without it CLC would not be celebrating its 20th year of operation! But in this new year, a year that 
has brought to all of our doorsteps unexpected and unprecedented challenges, my feelings of   
gratitude for you, our supporters, has taken on a whole new meaning and new level of appreciation. 
As you know, our events were heavily affected by COVID-19, causing concern that we would not be 
able to deliver the same amount of support to CLC as we typically do. Some events were canceled, 
some were made virtual, and some we were able to still hold but at a much smaller capacity. Yet 
you came through with donations, large and small, to ensure our efforts were not for naught. We 
are truly humbled that your support never wavered, and in fact, that our fundraising goals were met 
and exceeded in some cases! Because of you, celebrating 20 years at 
CLC means not only celebrating the accomplishments of our students 
and staff, but also celebrating the generosity and kindness of our   
community. Thank you for always believing in us, and thank you for 
always believing in the promise of tomorrow for our children and 
adults. We couldn’t do it without you!  
 

Your gifts to The AJ Foundation have helped CLC provide the 

incredible services that our children not only need but deserve! 

You have helped make a better life for all the students we 

serve and their families.  

Thank you! - Joanne Corless 

 
Dear Comprehensive Learning Center Community,  
  
CLC is celebrating an enormous milestone...20 years spent making comprehensive, science-based 
intervention possible for our students and adults with autism! What started as a conversation      
between a parent and her son’s therapist around a kitchen table has evolved into an established, 
successful program with a 20-year track record of producing meaningful outcomes for students with 
autism and their families! Even through the uncertainty of a global pandemic, CLC has pushed    
forward with our mission. The efforts of everyone involved at CLC has been tremendous! Between 
our instructional staff, administrative staff, board of directors, and parents, we continue to address 
the needs of our students under the most complicated of circumstances. What is equally impressive 
is that the fundraising efforts, through The AJ Foundation to support CLC, didn’t miss a beat either. 
The on-going generosity of all the donors out there that support our mission is astonishing! We look 

forward to our future and are excited for the opportunity to continue 
our important work. Here’s to the next 20…! Thank you so much for all 
you have done and continue to do! 
  

Your gifts to the Comprehensive Learning Center have made  

opportunities available for people living with autism that     

otherwise, would not have been possible! Thank you for         

supporting our mission and allowing us to create these wonderful 

opportunities! 

Thank you! - Cindy Murphy 
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Graduations & Promotions 

 
Congratulations Drake! Drake graduated from the Comprehensive Learning Center’s education 
program in August 2020. Although we had to make some modifications to the ceremony, the 
pandemic didn’t stop us from celebrating all of the many successes Drake has accomplished during 
his time at CLC. Drake’s infectious smile and unparalleled energy and enthusiasm is going to be 
deeply missed at CLC. That’s why we are extremely excited for Drake’s future transition into the 
Adult Life Skills Program at CLC. We know that he will do an amazing 
job just like he did in the education program and are looking forward 
to seeing him around the school from time to time! We wish him   
the best of luck and are confident that he will excel in all of his       
future endeavors.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Amanda Fremont began working at CLC as an Instructor in 2012. With some experience working 
with individuals with autism prior to CLC, Amanda quickly and enthusiastically identified that the 
principles of Applied Behavior Analysis were crucial to help the students thrive. Over the next few 
years, Amanda’s continued, and consistent growth led her to a promotion to Module Trainer in 
2015. Amanda’s competencies as a Special Education Teacher paired with her growing skills in 

Applied Behavior Analysis led her to further her education, 
ultimately becoming credentialed as a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst (BCBA) in 2019. It was easy to identify that Amanda’s 
skill set should be utilized across the program as CLC’s needs 
continued to grow so she was promoted to Program Trainer in 
2018. In her new role, Amanda was able to spread her vast 
knowledge and training across the Education Program and 
Adult Life Skills Program. When the opportunity to add an 
additional Clinical Director to CLC’s team occurred in May 2020, 
Amanda was the clear and obvious choice. Her skill set paired 
with her dedication to the students and families of CLC is truly 
something special. We are thrilled to have Amanda in her new 
role as Clinical Director and know that her leadership will allow 
for CLC to continue to grow and evolve to meet the needs of all 
of CLC’s staff, students and families! 
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Understanding Autism  

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a neurological condition with a complex range of developmental 
differences. In some cases, individuals possess uniquely strong abilities, some have intense learning 
and behavioral difficulties, and for some, there is a range of these strengths and weaknesses. At 
CLC, we provide highly individualized educational programs for each of our students so we may 
tailor instruction around specific areas of need. While our services are designed for the individual, 
what is constant across all is our adherence to best practices that are grounded in science.   

One evidence-based practice CLC employs is that of parent training so 
that parents may promote their child’s learning well beyond the school 
day. Parent training, as a component of autism intervention, became a 
topic of scientific research over four decades ago.1 By working in 
conjunction with their child’s instructors, parents learn specialized 
strategies to build speech, independence in daily activities, and 
participation in family activities, among numerous other skills!2  

 

CLC has incorporated parent training from the day we first opened 20 
years ago. Our model involves parents visiting school to work alongside 
their child’s instructor and, the instructors regularly visiting the child’s 
home to ensure that the valuable skills taught in school, are used at 
home and in the community where those skills ultimately matter most. 
The benefit of this service has never been more prominent than in 
2020, the year of the world-wide pandemic.  

 

When CLC, like schools everywhere, closed in March, 2020 due to the 
spread of coronavirus, we were abruptly faced with a very challenging 
situation. Our students were without the one-to-one, face-to-face, 
intensive daily instruction they need to make progress. Somehow, we 
had to find a way to educate our students remotely. Anyone familiar 
with the needs of individuals with autism knows this couldn’t be further 
from ideal. This is where the benefit of our parent training model 
became a tremendous advantage.  
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Understanding Autism 

We had a structure already in place for CLC staff to work collaboratively with parents. This paired 
with parents’ desire to do all they could to keep their child moving forward while school was closed, 
gave us a unique opportunity to help our students in a way that otherwise, would not have been 
possible. CLC staff were able to consult with parents via phone and video conference to guide 

participation in educational activities. Parents recorded 
their child doing various tasks to share with the instructor 
for review and troubleshooting. Finally, parents assisted 
their child in participation in video-based instruction with 
their CLC instructor using Zoom. While far from perfect, 
we were very happy that our parent training model was in 
place long before the pandemic struck as it greatly 
facilitated our ability to support our students remotely 
when school was closed.  

  

CLC was able to safely return our students to their classrooms this past July. It has been a learning 
experience to navigate all the modifications necessary to allow for safe operations, and as much as 
we love having our students back, we must be ready for the unknown future. One way we have 
been preparing for another possible closure is by building out more extensive virtual learning 
opportunities. By creating individualized virtual “classrooms” 
for each of our students, they and their parents will have 
more elaborate resources for quality learning time while at 
home. Again, this is still far from perfect but, with the 
opportunity to prepare in advance for another potential 
closure coupled with the unwavering dedication from our CLC 
families, we will find our way through these challenging times 
together.  

 

“The only way out is through.” - Robert Frost  

1 Lovaas O.I. (1978). Parents as Therapists. In: Rutter M., Schopler E. (Eds.), Autism. Boston, MA: Spring. 

2 McClannahan, L.E., Krantz, P.J., & McGee, G.G. (1982). Parents as therapists for autistic children: A model for effective 

     parent training. Analysis and Intervention in Developmental Disabilities, 2(2-3), 223-252. 
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Despite all of the adversity and challenges posed by the current global pandemic, AJF’s 
benefactors and donors continued their consistently generous support of our mission 
during our 2019-2020 fundraising year and helped AJF meet many of its fundraising 
goals! We are so grateful for this support so our children and adults with autism can 
continue receiving the life-impacting services that CLC provides!  
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AJF Revenue 

$373,204 

Employee Sponsored Campaign 3% 

AJF Expenses $360,601 

Management  

& General 19% 

Annual Drive 15% 

Giving Tuesday 
Now 4% 

Golf 4 Autism 29% 

Texas Holdem 
Tournament 8% 

Casino Night 8% 

AJF Ride 4 Autism 32% 

Misc Income 1% 

AJF Gifts for CLC 81% 



 

 

 

The financial turbulence caused by the COVID-19 pandemic painted an unclear 
future for CLC. With the closure of our in-person services and temporary     
switchover to remote learning, it was unknown initially if tuition would be         
impacted. This scare was partially offset by the fact that with our physical site 
closed, there was a reduction in some of our expenses. With Congress’ signing of 
Act 13, the savings from reduced operating expenses, and the continued success 
of AJF fundraisers despite the adversity and challenges presented by the current 

global pandemic, CLC was thankfully able to end 2019-2020 in a strong financial position. These fa-
vorable financial results are key to enabling CLC to be in a strong position to proactively anticipate 
and adapt to ever-changing conditions and requirements occasioned by the current second wave of 
COVID-19 cases in our region, so that we can continue to properly educate our students during this 
pandemic. We are incredibly grateful for our supportive community that ensures our sustainability 
during these very uncertain times!  
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CLC Expenses $3,758,083 

CLC Revenue 

$4,146,350 

AJF Gifts 7% 

Management & 
General 16% 

Program Expenses 
- Education & ALSP 
84% 

Misc. Income & 
Development 3% 

Program Income 
Tuition & Waiver  

Funds 90% 



 

 

 

Looking back over our 19-20 School Year, there are so many of you that have made a 

difference in the lives of our students and their families, and we would like to take a 

moment to thank you all! 
 

Supporters who gave $10,000 or more 

 

Cognizant    T.J. Kavanaugh Foundation     
 

Supporters who gave $5,000 - $9,999 

 

Kurt & Maria Ebrahim   Rick & Rose Houseman   Firstrust Bank 

Million Dollar Round Table Foundation Dr. Matteo & Dr. Ranucci   Mike & Michele Meyer 

Specialty Ring Products    Tripoint, LLC    
 

Supporters who gave $1,000 - $4,999 

 

Action Karate of Newtown   Adelphi Research    American Overhead Door & Dock 

Asher’s Chocolate    Brian Blair Corporation   B. Pietrini & Sons 

Schi & Amy Berk    Beyond Hello    BG Capital, Inc. 

Brandywine Brokerage    Paul & Edith Brittain   Christopher & Jill Brooks 

Gregg & Joanne Buber   Vito & Pat Canuso    Tony & Joan Canuso 

Larry & Susan Capps   Child Development Foundation   Maureen & Mike Clark 

Joanne & Allan Corless   David & Jane Dekorte   Chris & Tiffany DiMedio 

Ed Dixon     Mark Dooley    Mike & Patty Feeney 

FoodComm International   Foundations Community Partnership  Gatti-Morrison Construction 

General Air Products   General Partition Company   Charalampos Giovani 

Matthew & Irene Hurford   IUOE-Local 542    Isolite Corporation 

Michael Jacobson    Jim & Eileen Keba    Kissin Fresh Meats, Inc. 

Pamela Kuhn    Phil & Lena Lakjer    Dan & Sandie Lehner 

Joseph & Lauren Leva   Frank & Estella Lynch   M.J. Bradley Co., Inc. 

Scott & Kathy MacDonald   Morel Family Foundation   Newman & Company, Inc. 

Nova Industries, LLC   Organnons LLC    Mike & Tracy Palovich 

Jiten Patel    Chris Patterson    Jim Petrucci 

Philips Brothers Electrical Contractors Barry & Georgia Presti   Sandmeyer Steel   

                       Ed & Elizabeth Silverthorn 

 

The funds we have raised with your help, make it possible for our students to excel and 

grow with the support of CLC.  
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Supporters who gave $1,000 - $4,999 Continued 

 

Michele & John Silverthorn   John Silvi    Joseph & Eileen Sinni 

Leo & Debra Sniger   Marlene Delacruz & Lee Snyder  St. Peter’s Nursery School 

Robert Thal    The Ice Cream Pedaler, LLC  Robert Urquhart 

Timothy & Janine Wade   Elise & Jeffrey Weisman   Whitemarsh Police Officers 

Valda Witt    Wouch, Maloney & Co.   Marion Wright 

Wynne’s Express Lube & Auto  Larry & Debbie Yanoshik   Anthony Ziccardi 
 

Supporters who gave $500 - $999 

 

Amy Abel    A-Jon Construction, Inc.    Bradley & Susan Allen 

Jeremy & Leslie Amendola   Arena Strategies    Bernardo Wealth Planning 

Jamie & Kristin Biddle   Bierig Brothers, Inc.   Bill Frusco Plumbing & Heat 

Elaine Brightcliffe    Adam & Camille Brittain   Joseph & Cherie Bruno 

Buckley & Company, Inc.   Catelli Brothers Inc.   CBIZ, Inc. 

Chesheim Dental Associates  Richard Chesnik & Stephanie Valetich Dan & Andrea Clancey 

Coastal Insurance Consulting, LLC   Colmar Dentistry    Covenant Insurance Group 

Jim & Janette Dacey   Davy Cold Storage, LLC   Joseph & Rosemarie DeFelice 

Aaron & Bobby Eastwood   Bill & Julie Edelman   Faulkner Buick GMC Trevose 

John & Bonnie Filipowicz   Kevin Fiumara    Mike & Sally Flis 

Frog Commissary    Gemel Precision Tool Co., Inc.  James & Debra Gilbert 

Julie & George Giovani   Brian Glancey    Gottlieb Family Foundation  

Alan & Julie Gubernick   Pattie & Dan Herriman   Florence Houseman 

Incentive Systems, Inc.   Tom Burke    Steve & Victoria Jacobson 

James Kahn    Richard Kanefsky    James & Donna Kelly 

Paul & Judy Kelly    Gabrielle Kopan    Laborer’s Local Union 57 

Ross Lombard    M. Painting Co., Inc.   Ginger MangumKio 

Marcho Farms, Inc.   Mauger & Company, Inc.    Joseph McCarthy 

Joe & Joyce McCreavy   Michael McGinn    Joseph & Elsie McHale 

Hugh McIntyre    McMenamin Family ShopRite  Aleks Mednis 

Michael Meehan    David Meschel    James & Amber O’Leary 

Ostroff Injury Law, PC   Pennoni 

Stephen & Christin Perry   Pond Lehocky Stern Giordano 

Thomas & Maria Psarras (Petsos)  Nancy & Wayne Puro 

Gary Purpura    R&R Voice & Data, Inc.    

John Reininger    Luke & Lauren Schmidt 

ShopRite of Yardley   Ron Small 

Stacey Jacobson CPA LLC   Swedesboro Prime Meats 

Team Logic    TruCare Home Care 

Vince & Bonnie Verano   Scott Vesper 

Waverly Management    Matthew & Michelle Wilkov  

Williams-Bergey-Koffel Funeral Home, Inc.  
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Supporters who gave $200 - $499 

 

Allergy & Asthma Specialists, P.S.  Sam & Karen Amendola   George Ballas 

Jonathan, Tina, Ben & Will Battillo  Peter, Patti, & Marissa Bentivegna  Bently Truck Services, Inc. 

Tom & Rose Beveridge   John & Jean Bieber   Jason Blackmon    

Karyn Bonner    Tony Bradley    Matthew Brady 

John & Jackie Brightcliffe   Richard & Regina Brightcliffe  Sean & Sherry Brogan 

Brendan Brown    Brown & Brown of Pennsylvania  Geralynn Bryers 

Andrew Bullard    CW Dunnet & Co.    Joe Calabro 

John & Joan Campbell   Anthony Catelli    Charles Ritter, Inc.  

Claudio Wholesales Inc.   Frederick & Teresa Cline   Helen Clint & Brian Kriegbaum  

Kim & Chris Colando   Comcast Corporation   Peter & Lia Condax 

Glen & Amy Coral    Michael & Kellian Coyle   Kevin Coyle 

Gerard & Nori Coyle   Kathleen Crane    William Crane 

Marc Crespi    John Cryan IV    David & Amy Cummins 

Lois & Jack Davis    Anthony DeMichael   Louis DeStefano  

Dietz & Watson    Dilworth Paxson    District Council 21  

Erik Dorwart    Joe Dougherty    Kevin P. & Erin Feeney Downing 

John & Helen Eccleston   Marc & Tova Erlich   Michael Farrell 

Paul & Christine Favorite   Ferrante’s Meats & More, Inc.  Joseph Fetzer 

Mike & Monica Fitzgerald   James Fitzsimmons   Christopher Freddo 

G & C Food Distributors & Brokers, Inc. Patrick Gannon    Bruce Gehman 

Douglas Gensbauer   Shawn Gensbauer    Albert & Bernadette Gibboni 

Rex & Karen Gillette   Bruce & Michelle Golden   John Goldner 

Golf Outting Productions   Gracie Panting LLC   Doug & Marcia Grady 

Richard & Barbara Grady   Phil & Amy Gramlich   Lee & Eileen Green 

Gary & Natalie Grosner   Terry Gross    Spencer Grossman 

Herb H.     Russ & Diane Hackett   Paul & Barb Harclerode 

Hollie & Jordan Haverson   James & Marguerite Haviland  Daphne & Pat Hayes 

Dan & Daire Healy   Scott & Maggie Heit   Lynn & Dave Hepburn 

Brian Hessler    Edwin & Diane Homewood   Jennifer & Curtis Homewood 

Leo Horcher    Ron Huber    Andrew & Courtney Hurford 

Andrew Hutchinson   Bob Ingraldi    J.W. Treuth & Sons, Inc. 

Brian & Donna Junod   Jerry Keba    Ed & Peg Kelleher  

Jim & Marianne Killoran   Doug Kitzmiller    Jason & Dawn Kizel 

Jeff & Sheila Knerr   Kyle Kohlhepp 

Phil Kyle     Eric & Diane Leichter 

Francis & Judy Leinenbach   Lesco Paper & Box Co. 

Bruce Leuzinger    Earl Longstreth     

Gregory & Dana Lynch   Seth & Peg Mackler 

Eric Malakoff    Malvern Glass, Inc. 

     Bobby March 

           Marone Contractors 9 



 

 

Supporters who gave $200 - $499 Continued 

John Martin    Tom & Sharon Martin   Martin’s Specialty Sausage 

Paul & Diane McCarthy   Joseph McColgan    Ellyn McCormick 

Michael & Mary Kim McCormick  Jim McGinley    Ryan McGrady 

Kevin McLaughlin    Marlene McNamee   Joe McTamney 

Jim Mehling    Colleen Ruland &  Rafael Mercedes  George Metzler    

Vince Moffatt    Brandon & Kelly Moore   Thomas & Maureen Moran 

Walt Morrell    Mark Mucciacciaro   Eleanor & Mike Mulvey 

Cindy Murphy    Marie & Vincent Musco   Mike & Mary Beth Nagy 

Robert Nelson    Stephen & Kathy Nichols   Lazaros Nikolaidis  

Outback Steakhouse   Mike & Courtney Panachyda  Joe & Susan Peckham 

Mon & Lisa Pen    Philadelphia Poultry, Inc.   Philly’s Best Steak 

Timothy & Amanda Pippet   Chris & Michelle Powell   Maysie Presti 

Qualcomm    Radick Group    Sagaya Arul Xavier Raja Minor 

Joseph & Elizabeth Rambo   Paul Rambo    Robert & Bonnie Rambo 

Jim Reddy    Joseph Ricker    Rising Star Printing & Promotions 

Risnychok & Associates, Inc.  Michael Rittenhouse   Road-Con, Inc. 

Gregory Rogerson    John & Diane Ruland   Rich & Nanci Sampson 

Ray & Allena Satterfield   Al Schmidt    David Schoonejans 

Gary & Michele Schrader   Robert Seeberg    Shore Seafood, Inc. 

Anand Shukla    Bill & Carolyn Silverthorn   Richard Simon   

Standard Digital     Sterling Seafood    Tracy Sullivan 

Terrance Talbot    Dennis Tally    Jackie Tan    

Teamsters Local Union 929   The Pietrini Corporation   TriState Container Corporation 

Apostolos Tsourous   U.S. Lumber Inc.    Frank Vellucci 

Abigail Vibber    Bob & Karen Walent   Alexander Warr 

Brendan Watton    Frank & Bridget Watton   Scott Weaver 

Tim & Sharon Westerman   Jay D. Wetherby    Dave White 

Holly White    Wayne & Eden Winderman   Steve & Rebecca Wolfe 

Scott & Christa Wolfertz   Jerry Wolford    Dawn & Richard Wyatt 

10 



 

 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming events! 

AJF Texas Hold’em Tournament 

January 23, 2021  

AJF AMRAP 4 Autism 

April 3, 2021 

AJF Casino Night 

April 17, 2021 

AJF Ride 4 Autism 

September 11, 2021 

AJF Golf 4 Autism  

October 18, 2021 


